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The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships. and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
secks to serve the community around 
it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd P B 'Tubby' Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 
To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate 
people. 

To give personal service. 

To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way 
by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc II and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. 


Letters, articles and news items are 
welcomed and should be addressed to 
The Editor, Point three, at the address 
below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, I Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 
Editorial Assistant: Thomas Hill Long 
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A Code for Living 


If you love only those who love you, what credit is that to You? Even 
sinners love those who love them. Again, if you do good only to Holl 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do fis 


much. And if you lend only where you expect to be repaid, what credit 
is that to you? Even sinners lend to each other to be repaid in full, 


But you must love your enemies and do good; and lend without 


expecting any return. (NEB, Luke 6:32-36), 


This text has exercised a few minds here at Headquarters within the 
last few weeks. It is a very radical suggestion, especially when we 

have been encouraged over the past decade to worry about number 
one and to equate achievement with the acquirement of possessions, 


Of course we are encouraged to love and not to like. It is so much 
easier to love those we like and who think and feel the same about the 
great issues of life as we do. There is a compatibility there and that’s 
easy. To love someone fundamentally opposed to our views and 


culture is more than we are prepared to consider. 


] sometimes wonder if, when we think we are being gracious and 
loving, a part of us is considering what is in it for us -will people 
know how wonderful we are and what an effort we are making? We 
want credit for our good works. We are told in the Bible that, as well 
as having to make the effort to love the unlovely, we may not even 
get recognition - now there’s a challenge. 


Some time ago while working in my local church’s Sunday School I 
overheard a very irate teenager giving her reasons to her father as to 
why she thought she had outgrown religion. She summed up the 
whole outburst with, ‘But I’ve decided that even if there is no God, 
following the way of life that he suggests is a fairly good way to live’. 
That simple but profound comment had quite an impact. She is now a 
doctor and putting what she grew to believe into practice. 


If we look around at those people we admire for their philosophy of 
life, I feel sure it is because they are putting ‘loving those’ into 
practice. Jesus could forgive Judas, knowing full well he was going to 
betray him and be instrumental in his death. We will never be called 
upon to do that, so maybe we could start in a small way today. The 
challenge is never-ending and the potential unlimited. It could 
change the world. 


Sylvia Norton 


This guest editorial is by Sylvia Norton, who is the Personal Assistant to the 


Executive Secretary, Stewart Casimir. She is currently convalescing after a 
major operation. 
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In the community 


he Cannock Chase Project is 
ik year old. It has been a 
year to remember. 
Outwardly I tried to portray 
confidence as the West Midlands 
and South Wales District 
undertook the biggest risk in its 
history. It was down to me. I had 
persuaded them that we must 
think big. That the methods of 
development generally accepted 
by our Movement were too slow. 
That unless we put ourselves on 
the map quickly, we would lose 
our battle for survival. We could 
not afford to wait any longer. If 
we did, we would be too weak to 
do anything. Thankfully they 
trusted me and gave me the 
support I needed. I was givena 
further boost by Ruth Boyd and 
Ian Pearce at Headquarters, and 
between us we have pulled it off. 


In those early days I don’t believe 
any of them knew of the private 
torment I suffered. Were the 
sceptics right? Was it just pie in 
the sky? Could we find the 
volunteers? Were we capable of 
organising the different stages 
and could we raise that much 
money? 


The answer to all those questions 
was ‘Yes’. We have used over 300 
volunteers on the project, many of 
them returning time and time 
again. They have come from all 
walks of life and their age range 
stretches over seven decades. We 
have some wonderful photos of 
happy, smiling faces, despite 
blisters and aching bones. Mem- 
entos of the fellowship enjoyed. 


The organising has been made 
fairly easy for us, thanks to two 
men. Ken Dyson, our site 
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manager, has given the project 
continuity. He saw TV coverage of 
the project and offered his 
services and has been out with 
every group since the first week. 
Our debt to him is immense. 
Likewise, Simon Walding, our 
architect, has given service over 
and above his commission. Not 
only has he done all the drawings, 
surveys of the land and estimated 
material quality and quantity, he 
has also worked with us as a 
volunteer. They have both been 
worth their weight in gold. 


Thanks to Jan, finance has come in 
along with gifts in kind. As 
publicity kindled by Ruth reached 
more people, donations arrived. 
They have ranged from a few 
pounds to thousands. We still 
have a long way to go but are well 
on our way to reaching this year’s 


Member Betty Kuphal opened her 
home to the public for two days 
for coffee, tea and ‘Bring & Buy’, 
raising over £500. The Country- 


T 


side Commission have almost 
doubled the grant they gave last 
year to £13,178. Then came our 
birthday present from BT. In 
Phase I] we have incorp-orated a 
water feature to attract more wild 
life of the less timid variety. BT 
are financing the whole of this 
pool to the tune of £16,500. 


Because of all these wonderful 
people [am more relaxed now. I 
no longer have fears for the 
project’s success. It is the flag-ship 
of the District. A focal point for 
our branches. A venue in which to 
channel volunteers. It has given 
me personal growth but, more 
important, the signs of growth for 
local Toc H are looking good. 


TT to Simon Cottingham, 


we have a follow-up group 

that is in danger of being 
swamped. The hunt is on fora 
wider variety of simple projects to 
feed the volunteers into. This will 
give them a wider perspective of 
the Toc H experience. Some of 
these projects have already 
happened, such as a five-minute 
theatre, 24-hour jigsaw and a 
children’s Christmas party. We 
plan to have at least one project a 
month and would welcome ideas. 
We know our only chance of 
keeping people interested is to 
provide action and then encour- 
age them to organise their own. 


Yes, the Cannock Chase project ts a 
gamble, but the winnings are so very 
sweet. Chris Williams E 
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Transmitting 
Bases 


David Harrison describes a Cameo training event and 
tells us about the people who attended. 


I 


House in March. Simon Cottingham 
and I led it. All the participants had 
previous Toc H and Cameo Method 
experience. 


The training focussed on relation- 
ships in groups, particularly that 
between a leader and a group. 


We spend our lives in groups, 
whether the family, the Toc H 
branch, a Cameo group or an 
evening gathering at the pub or 
church. In the Cameo we looked at 
several aspects of group behaviour, 
at why groups fail, how new ideas 
can be shot down too quickly, and 
how the lack of a common 
understanding of problems can 
cause difficulties. We considered the 
stages that groups go through, 
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took the photograph printed here which we called Forming, Storming, 
at the Cameo Leadership Norming and Performing and then 
Training event at Lindridge Mourning. 


Then we looked at leadership style - 
how some leaders are incapable of 
making a decision and how others 
make all the decisions for the group. 
Perhaps the most impressive quality 
of this training group was their 
ability to generate trust. This helped 
to create a positive atmosphere in 
which mistakes were seen as 
potentials for growth and not as 
opportunities to criticise fellow 
members of the group. 


The last formal session of a very full 
weekend ended on Saturday at 9 
pm. During the weekend the 
volunteers were expected to develop 
their personal awareness, and to 
increase their knowledge of Toc H 
and their self-confidence. 


The last session on Sunday was felt 
to be one of the most difficult. We 
looked at the spiritual nature of 
Toc H and our own spirituality. 
Later, a candle was lit and placed in 
the middle of the room as we sat in 
silence. For me, as leader, the 
symbolism stood for the 
participants, who were about to 
leave Lindridge House and go back 
to their own homes. Each 
participant, like a candle in the rain, 
taking back a little more of Toc H to 
their family, friends and 


communities. 
S been to Poperinge to see how 
people their ownage had fought 
in the First World War. And how 
some had met Tubby Clayton and 
how his spirit had transformed lives. 
Cameos are not the only Method of 
Toc H, but perhaps they represent 
some green shoots of a Movement 
in recession; a Movement in which 
the branches are the very roots. 


ome of these volunteers had 


| The participants were: 


| Megan - Became involved with Toc H 

i through the Cannock Chase Project, as an 
‘adviser on behalf of the visually 
handicapped. Member of the Birmingham 
Cameo Group. Leading a Cameo in May at 
Alvechurch, 


Alison - An ex-LTV. Member of the Bristol 
Cameo Group and a recently appointed 
member of the National Cameco Group. 

l 
Kah Wai Yap - Introduced to Toc H by 
Bristol Cameo Group, a founder member 
of Birmingham Group and leading a 
Cameo in May. 


Helen - Introduced to Toc H through a 
project and then attended ‘Great War 
Madness’ Cameo run from Cardiff. 


Mike - Involved with ‘Breaking All the 
Rules’ Cameo. Attended ‘Mugged’ Cameo 
in Bristol and is now leading a Cardiff- . 
based Camco in June for people at risk of 
offending. 


Kirsty - Introduced to Toc H through 
‘Breaking All the Rules’ Camco. Soon to 
become a full Toc H member. Attending 
‘After Jericho’ Cameo in July. Would now 
like to take part in a project. 


Sarah - Ex-LTV. Branch member and 
project leader. 


Lee - Toc H member. Introduced to Toc H 
through ‘Breaking All the Rules’ Cameo. 
Member of Cardiff Cameo Group. 
Planning a Cameo with the deaf. 


Stuart - Introduced through ‘Great War 
Madness and Toc H Methods’ Camco. 
Member of Cardiff Cameo Group. 
Planning a Cameo with drug users. 


Del - Introduced to Cameos through 
Bristol Cameo Group. Interested in race 
issucs as a Cameo subject. 


Judi - Project leader, ex-LTV, ex-staff, 
National Projects Group. Went on to 
National Cameo Group and founder 
member of Birmingham Cameo Group. 
Leadership support on this training event. 


Ben - Thought the leadership training was 
great fun! 


Simon - Project leader, staff member, 
Toc H member, initiated Birmingham 
Cameo Group. 


Mandy - LTV. Founder member of Bristol 
Cameo Group. Toc H member. District 
Branch Treasurer. Trained as a project 
leader. Has led three Cameos. Set up and 
is co-leading a Cardiff-based Cameo in 
June. 


Mick - Introduced to Toc H through 
projects. Member of Wolverhampton 
Follow-Up Group. 
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International News 


TOC H AUSTRALIA 
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ne of the national projects of 

Toc H Australia is Youth 

Leadership Training. This 
year 25 young people, aged 16 to 25, 
gathered together in Melbourne to 
take part in the course. They were a 
very talented and highly motivated 
groupand came froma wide variety 
of backgrounds and religious 
affiliations. Five different 
nationalities were represented - 
Greek, Chinese, Egyptian, Dutch 
and Australian. The mixture was 
excellent. There are many 
opportunities today for young 
people to be elected to positions of 
leadership in a variety of 
organisations: sporting teams, clubs 
and societies, schools and colleges 
and so on. Often, however, they lack 
the leadership skills expected of 
themand become targets of criticism. 


Leadership is based on the notion of 
service, on the old and tested ideal - 
‘The leader of all is the servant of 
all’. This notion was the starting 
point in designing the course 
curriculum. It was felt to be 
important for our youth to consider, 
especially as today we see increasing 
numbers abusing positions of 
leadership for their own ends. It 
also fits in neatly with the Toc H 
saying - ‘Service is the rent we pay 
for our room on earth’. 


The first part of the course looked at 
four questions: - Whatis leadership? 
- Who is a leader? - Why do people 
follow a good leader? - What are the 
different styles of leadership? 


MORROW? TO #7- NEEOS OF TODAY 


Youth Leadership Training by Ray Geise, Chairman Toc H Australia. 


See i pa» 


Part two considered ways of 
perfecting leadership, based on 
seven well established principles: - 
Make effective use of the psychology 
of the group; ensure performance 
by developing clear instructions; use 
common sense in discipline; 
encourage the development of a 
sense of responsibility; recognise 
and appreciate good work; look after 
those who work under you; show 
real understanding. 


Other topics included: Motivation; 
time management; fundamentals of 
committees; public speaking. 


; he administration for the 
course was organised by 


Herbert Eliyathamby, Area 
Commissioner of Toc H Victoria. 


Tony Reade, for many years the 
Australian Chairman, and I were 
joint coordinators, and there were 
guest speakers from different 
organisations in Melbourne. 


oc H identified a need among 

a group of very talented 

young people, and this 
leadership course attempted to do 
something about meeting that need. 
Someare already in Toc H, some will 
join Toc H in the future and some 
will find other avenues of service in 
their communities. We were all 
refreshed and challenged by the 
Melbourne experience. 


The next Youth Leadership Course 
will be in Canberra in January 1994 
and planning for it is already 
underway. a 


F " member of the 


y first posting was in the 
M North East covering 
Teeside, Weirside and 


Tyneside. I served 17 years in the 
North until I was asked to take 
over as General Secretary in 1980. 
It was a big wrench, we had made 
lets of friends and liked the North 
very much. li was a hard area to 
work, but the people were lovely - 
there was so much genuine need 
and people had humility and 
acceptance about their lot but 
without being fatalistic and 
diminished. They coped with 
appalling housing and all sorts of 
ramily problems, but they never 
complained. Their richness was in 
iheir attitude to life, making the 
best of things. 


li was a strong sense of the spirit. 
Tnev weren't interested in dreams 
lixe the image of the beautiful 
nousewife standing by the sink in 
a gleaming kitchen. Their 
ambitions were to offer something 
enriching for their children. They 
got so much from going away for 
the weekend with friends and 
children to the Toc H Rooms in 
Tyne & Wear. It was only six miles 
away and yet they reacted as if I 
were taking them to Capri. It was 
so rewarding. 


People didn’t want to live where 
they were but hadn’t got any other 
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Adrian Dudman is just starting 


his 28th year as a member of staff 


and joined the Movement in 
1957. He has recently been 


appointed as the only lay 
Toc H staff 


Chaplaincy Team with special 


i responsibility for the South West, 


West Midlands, South Wales and 
Southern Regions. He devotes 
much of his time to weekend 
training sessions for Toc H and in 
writing material for the 
Movement. Adrian spoke to 
editor Ruth Boyd about his work 
with Toc H and his strong 
personal interest in fundraising 
for a school in Zimbabwe. 


options, or certainly very few. 
That was where they were. Toc H 
is about accepting people where 
they are and working with them. I 
remember taking a group of 
ordinands to one of the poorest 
blocks of flats during an 
introductory course about 
working for the community. It was 
a real revelation to them. They 
were so sure that they wouldn't be 
working with deprived people, 
only to hear the principal of the 
college saying, ‘But you are going 
to have a parish like this’. They 
had to face a completely different 
culture, a marked contrast to their 
five years of college life and their 
own backgrounds. We severely 
tested them. 


My experience of Toc H has 
always been that first and 
foremost Toc H is judged by me, 
by my encounter with people. Not 
about what I say but what I am 
and how I react to that. It doesn’t 
matter that | say the right things 
but that I am doing the right 
things. That’s my ministry, it has 
always been about accepting 
people. Not ina patronising way 
but in trying to put myself in their 
shoes and being part of that 
culture, not looking down at it. I 
feel I have to sell myself. I’m 
giving myself away in terms of 
saying, there are things I know, 


ccepting People Where They Are 


things I do, things I believe - | 
want to share. If we go in scareq 
that means we are already judging 
people. 


When I had finished my six-year 
stint as General Secretary I became 
a Development Officer based from 
home and from Cuddesdon 
House, Oxford. My job now has a 
strong bias towards working with 
the theological colleges in Oxford. 
I also spend a lot of time working 
with groups at Cuddesdon dis- 
cussing the Fourth Point - testing 
the Christian way by trying it. 


Most of us don’t see that the 
ordinary things we experience 
every day have anything to do 
with spirituality. They have 
everything to do with spirituality. 
Our awareness of that starts us on 
our spiritual road. We need to 
have an awareness of our choices. 
Even in the everyday, ordinary 
things of life there is choice. 


That's what Tubby saw. He said, 
‘Come and experience something’. 
In the Gospels Jesus used the 
word ‘come’ so many times: 
‘come, see’ ‘come and experience’ 
‘come and do’. 


l 


we talk through that experience 
with each other: how it changed 
us, what it meant to us, why we 
did it. That should still happen 
within branches. The Jobmaster 
and Pilot used to make this part of 
their responsibility. It has sadly 
diminished. 


see it as vitally important that 
on our projects, when we are 
experiencing things together, 


In the last two years I have spent a 
lot of time working with students 
from Ripon College and two other 
theological colleges. I took them to 
Poperinge, an excellent base to 

talk about peace and 
reconciliation. I ran a Cameo there, 
with two colleges that had a lot of 
differences. One of the most 


satisfying parts of my job is being 
able to communicate the Toc H 
experience, which is about 
experiencing a way of life. That is 
not a cliché, it’s very real. 


What I say I believe. You cannot 
argue with what I say because it is 
what I actually believe. No one 
can take away my experiences and 


those are the things I can share. 
Life is about witnessing what we 
ourselves believe and being 
prepared to stand up for that. I 
haven’t got any answers, but I do 
have experiences that I can share. 


One of my main concerns in the 
area of Oxford where I work is the 
problem of homelessness. I was 


Zimbabwe Update 


In the November Point three I 
recounted my travels and 
experiences during my visit to 
Zimbabwe. There has been a lot of 
interest from readers, so here is 
news of the current situation. 


The rains have come and the 
countryside is greening up in 
response. Whether there has been 
enough rain is rather doubtful, but 
the hopeful signs are that the dams 
are filling and the rivers are 
beginning to flow again. The crops 
have been planted and now we have 
to hope that these will grow to 
fruition and be harvested. Aid in the 
form of mealie meal is still being 
distributed and there are still no 
vegetables in the bush. Electricity is 
still rationed and washing now has 
to be done by hand. A further result 
of the rains is a plague of worms 
which are attacking the newly 
planted crops. 


In the eastern provinces there has 
been a serious outbreak of cholera 
and this is particularly affecting the 
Mozambique refugee camps. 


Since the drought there has been an 
even bigger crime wave in Harare. 
The numbers of destitute continue 
to grow and swell the queues for 
food at the Cathedral and other 
centres. Toc H in Harare find it 
harder and harder to find the means 
to continue to help those in so much 
need. Since my last article, 
donations amounting to £900 have 
been received and John Biggerstaff 
has sent a cheque out to Toc H in 
Zimbabwe. 


At Zinatsa the scene is unfolding 
very much as I predicted. Many 


more children have left school 
because they cannot afford the fees 
and the school still struggles to find 
sufficient funds for books and 
equipment. The library has moved 
from my daughter Sue’s home toa 
room within the administration 
building, but there is no money for 
shelving so they have to rest on the 
floor. Many more books are needed 
and text books are shared by an 
average of eight pupils. 


Harare Toc H (Dominic and the 
Young Peoples’ Branch), have 
arranged a weekend project for 
pupils from Zinatsa to visit to 
Harare. They will stay at the Toc H 
hall; a tremendous experience for 
pupils who have never set foot 
outside their own confines. 


The other pressing need is for 
equipment for the newly completed 
Science Block, and money for the 
setting up of a bursary to help with 
school and exam fees. My wife, 
Anne, and | are personally 
committed to raise £10,000 for this 
urgent cause. 


A consignment of books, the gift of 
the Toc H clubs in Germany, was 
sent to Harare. This was a 
marvellous gift, even though 
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Fe ve 
involved for about a year with 
homeless and so met a good ma 
of the agencies that were involved — 
with them. I still have contact with 
them. I am terribly concerned 
about the homeless. I believe it is 
something Toc H ought to be far 
more involved in and I believe 
that is the frontier work that we 
should be doing. 


customs officials demanded high 
levels of duty for them. We have 
had to stop sending books in the 
light of this experience and cash 
donations are easier to process. 


[ am writing this in the season of 
Lent, a time of denial in preparation 
for the coming of Easter. We look 
forward to a time of joy, a time of 
resurrection, a time of renewal. The 
New Testament tells us of travelling 
light. We are surrounded by so 
many trappings, many of which 
serve no purpose or are purely 
ornamental. Things tucked away in 
cupboards we have forgotten we 
possess and which haven't seen the 
light of day for years. We have had 
a turn out at home to sell many of 
our trappings that we do not need 
in order to raise funds to feed the 
hungry and to provide the other 
much needed necessities in Zinatsa. 
Our recent sale at Headquarters in 
Wendover raised over £400. 


However poor or hard up we are, 
we are still positively rich in 
comparison to our neighbours in 
Zimbabwe. I end as I did last time 
with the words, ’... If we want to 
turn the tide we will have to commit 
ourselves. If you will the end, you 
must will the means. This may 
involve change and sacrifice for 
ourselves, as individually we will 
find that in doing God's will we are 
laying the foundation of a new 
loving and caring society for our 
children and grandchildren’. 


Stop Press: Welcome to Samuel Toby 
Dudiman-Jones who was born on 1 
April at Harare Clinic! 
Congratulations to Sue and Jeremy 
and to the proud first-time 
grandparents, Adrian and Anne 
Dudman. Samuel weighed in at nine 
and a half pounds. a 


Sketches of Banglade 


Kio Towson ca, raking and erin 
SKORIC T a We listened as children recite 
Schools Under The Sky Project at poems, alphabets (English as well as 
Sylhet, Bangladesh. Bengali), numbers and even tables; a 
å ritual of every school visit. Parents 
stood or sat around the edge, 
observing the proceedings. 


tis Friday, Peter and I track 

Harun down to the Madrasa 

(Islamic School) where a meeting 
of village elders has been called. 
Harun takes us for a walk about the 
village. We visit a house where the 
father, who was a rickshaw repairer, 
died a year ago. The eldest daughter, 
a graduate of the sewing workshop, 
now supports her mother and the six 
other children with a sewing machine 
bought by instalment from KYAG. 


East Pirmollah, probably the most 
beautiful school apart from 
Chitalmati, is sited in a square, | 
surrounded on three sides by trees, 
the fourth side facing a basket 
weaver's house. lt is like an oasis 
under the cool, green trees, sheltering 
us from the hot sun. Peter and I listen 
This is one of many instances | saw, as one young boy, who has only been 
where the family would be destitute in school three weeks, recites his 

but for the work of KYAG. numbers and the alphabet perfectly, 


Most of my time is spent working Our visit to the Khasdobir School 
with Peter, Harun and other members Under the Sky is a little unexpected. 


of KYAG and with Zaman, the co- The children bring out benches made 
ordinator, looking at expenditure, from timber donated many years ago 
how the project operates, discussing by the manager of the tea estate (the 
problems and improvements. I also other schools use mats). With 
visited most of the Schools Under the recruitment now well under way the 
Sky and other aspects of the project new children are registered and given 
which helped me to focus on what the their books. These have been 
project was trying to achieve. produced by UNICEF and while not 
Nasima is 20. Her mother is a widow. well made, the contents are of a 
After primary school she went to the Ona visit to one of the schools on the standard comparable with UK 
sewing workshop to train for a year Lakatoorah tea estate, we were primary school books. I meet Lippi, 
and then bought a sewing machine treated as VIP's, greeted with one of the few women teachers of 
from KYAG by instalments. She garlands and bunches of flowers and = KYAG. The only other woman teacher 
taught her mother aud sister to sew there were speeches from the village 1 met was at Chowkediki. This 
and now they all work making elder, Harun, and the teachers. Peter contrasted strongly with the Primary 


garments for the local market. ] met and I weré also expected to speak and School, where all the teachers, apart 
Nasima at the KYAG Embroidery we complied, although it was nerve- from the head, are women. 
Workshop where she is currently 
being trained to use an embroidery 
sewing machine, so that she can make 
better quality garments and thereby 
carn more money. Nasima was 
married but her husband left her with 
a two-year-old son. Nasima supports 
her mother, two sisters and a younger 
brother as well as herself and her son. 
She goes to the market in Sylhet Town 
to get orders for her clothes. 1 went 
with her one day to buy material. As 
we left a shop, we were hassled by 
some nien who were standing near by. 
Nasima pulled me away, afraid. It is 
unseemly for her to be on her own in 
the town, but as the family 
breadwinner, she has no choice and I 
realised that the confidence and 
capability she radiates is just a mask. 


ash. 


by Karen Thomson 


Goyapara School was one of my 
favourites. The two teachers seem 
particularly dedicated to the children. 
They speak of the skin diseases the 
children suffer and about the need for 
a tube-well in the village, as their well 
had dried up. We watch as the 
children practise writing the alphabet 
and listen as they recite poems. The 
teachers walk around and work with 
individual children as well as 
teaching from a blackboard. This is 
regarded as very bad practice by 
professional Bangladeshi teachers, so 
I make a point of telling them that in 
England it is very good practice. 


Chitalmati is off the main road and 
we had a 40 minute walk to get to it 
through countryside. The school is the 
heart of the village. We were treated 
like VIPs, which was still 
embarrassing even though by now |] 
was used to it. The school was 
encompassed by two houses and trees 
on two sides, an idyll far from the 
multitudes in Sylhet Town. As well as 
two teachers there was a girl of about 
14 helping out. The kids, as always, 
were brilliant. 


hasdobir School received a visit 

from the new director of the 

NGO Board in Bangladesh. He 
saw both shifts of children as it was 
nearing the changeover time and was 
most impressed when Harun asked 
the pupils lined up outside, how 
many had attended a School Under 
The Sky - 90% put their hands up. 


This is an indication of the trust in the 
Project, both by parents and by the 
governing body of the primary 
school. That the Schools Under The 
Sky are in the villages and the 
teachers are locals means that even 
the poorest parents want their 
children to be educated and are 
prepared sometimes to make great 
sacrifices. Elsewhere in Bangladesh 
poor children would not 
automatically attend school even if 
one were available, as feeding the 
family is the dominating priority, 
although this is increasingly changing 
as people realise the importance of 
literacy. It shows the trust of the 
governing body as they could take 
pupils from wealthier families outside 
the area and therefore ensure they 
had more funds available to maintain 
the school. One of the consequences of 
this trust is one of the highest 
attendance records in Bangladesh. 


The Director of the NGO Board (Non- 
Government Organisations Board, i.e. 
the Bangladeshi equivalent of the 
Charity Commissioners) was brought 
to visit the project by Zahin from 
Friends In Village Development 
Bangladesh (FIVDB), a good friend to 
the project even though he has 
enormous responsibilty as director of 
one of the largest NGO's in 
Bangladesh. FIVDB does similar 
activities to KYAG but in more rural 
areas and on a much larger scale. 
Peter and I visited the campus at 
Khadimnagar. It gave me an insight 
into how much work needs to be done 
all over Bangladesh and confirmed 
that the work of KYAG is of good 
quality. 


Towards the end of my stay I visit the — 
Adult Literacy Class on the 
Lakatoorah Tea Estate. It is at a Hindu 
village. Hindus in this region are the 
poorest of the poor, ‘untouchables’ 
and nearly all live and work on the 
tea estates. I have been brought by 
Akthar, who teaches not only the 
Adult Literacy class but also at one of 
the Schools Under The Sky. 


As I wandered around, I noticed some 
of the houses did not have electricity 
and were lit with tiny oil lamps. I felt 
at peace here, maybe because there 
was no pretense - these people did not 
give me tea and insist I eat; they could 
not afford it - maybe because they 
were Hindu, which is more akin to 
my own beliefs than Islam. 


I felt that I had almost missed seeing a 
vital part of the project. It is important 
for two reasons: it is for adults and 
children of high school age who have 
been denied education because they 
had to work to support their families; 
and it is one of the ways Muslims and 
Hindus are brought together. 


Khasdobir is a special place, because 
the work of the project has palpably 
changed attitudes. Generally there is 
less prejudice here against Hindus, 
not least among the members of 
KYAG itself. E 


The Need to Explore The Kingdom of God 


Revd David Worth 


sometimes wonder what is 
meant when we use the phrase 
‘The Kingdom of God’. Is it 


something which is peculiar to 
Christians? If so, it surely implies 
that Toc H is a Christian 
organisation to the exclusion of 
other religions. But this cannot be 
the case unless we severely limit 
our conception of God. The use of 
this phrase encourages us to see 
Toc H as a God Movement in the 
first place, concerned to help our 
members to achieve a meaningful 
relationship with God in the 


happenings and vicissitudes of alleged to have said, it is 
everyday living. This implies impossible to come to any concise 
giving our allegiance to that way definitions, so do we then 

of knowing and responding to conclude that it is something 

God through the person and which defies all attempts to 
lifestyle of the Jew, Jesus of imprison it in any definitions? It is 
Nazareth. There are other paths interesting that nowhere did Jesus 
for making that response, so it seem to visualise the Kingdom as 


would seem that there is room in an organisation involved in 

Toc H for persons of a variety of administration of any kind. It 

religious allegiance. By means of appears to be concerned with life, 

that variety of religions the growth and movement. But death 

Kingdom cannot be exclusive, is unmistakably there, too, as an 

indeed, Jesus becomes one channel element or stage in growth so that 

among others for our exploration life is limitless and cannot be 

of the Kingdom. frustrated or destroyed however 
much this appears to be contrary 

This approach has implications for to what we see around us at the 

all of us who engage in this present time. 

exploration and makes any 

statement of the nature of Toc Hin In the end should we not admit 


these days extremely hazardous. that despite all the books written 
In its early days Toc H was about it, we do not know what 
specifically Christian and led the Jesus meant? Was it a matter of 
way in being open to all His own vision, and that we are 
denominations. Does its claim to called to make our own? It may or 
work for reconciliation in all may not approximate to His, The 
spheres where it can have validity of ours must be measured 
influence mean that we must look against His, not slavishly 

again at the spiritual nature of modelled on His. 


man in its life? 
Whatever our conclusions, there 


If the Kingdom of God is not to emerges before us the possibility 
have a specifically Christian of making a momentous choice. 
interpretation, is there any point in Are we to be life enhancers, or are 
Toc H retaining the phrase? we to be reckoned among those 
Should we look again at what who diminish and downgrade the 
Jesus meant in placing the quality and richness of life, 
Kingdom at the centre of his undervalue and decry the glorious 
ministry and life? From what he is variety of life? il 
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Lights 
A New Venture 


propose the beginning of a new 

venture in Toc H: the publication 

of occasional pamphlets under 
the overall title of Lights. 


The idea behind this is to provide 
an opportunity for people to 
produce more sustained and 
deeper thinking than is possible 
within the confines of Point three. 
The publication of these pamphlets 
will not be on a regular basis, but 
simply when they arise. However, 
we are hoping that there will be 
four or five a year. Costs will be 
minimal - simply to cover 
production and postage. They will 
be circulated on request rather 
than automatically, and each 
publication will be advertised 
through Point three, with a brief 
synopsis of the contents of the 
paper. 


Anybody may contribute. Articles 
should be submitted through the 
Editor to an Editorial Board, 
consisting of the Editor, National] 
Chaplain, and two Toc H 
members, Ken Prideaux-Brune and 
Neal Terry. The decision whether 
or not to publish will be made by 
the board and their decision will 
be final. 


The papers should adhere to the 
following criteria: 


Length: 5000 - 6000 words. 
Typed: Double-spaced one side of 
the paper, using a recognised, 
standard style of reference. 
Content: Any matter relating to 
Toc H activity or ethos provided 
that it is not party-political, 
seeking to change the 
fundamentals of Toc H, ora 
platform for extreme views of any 
kind. Content should seek to be an 
exploration of, and sustained 
thinking in, an aspect of Toc H 
which will thereby increase 
understanding, provoke fhought 
and stimulate ideas. 

Revd Alan Johnson 


= 
Elisabeth Worth and The Women’s Associ ion 


Elisabeth Worth spoke to the editor at the Worth's be 
as a member of staff with Toc H 


came across Toc H while 
Í sharing digs with two friends 

in London. One was a South 
African from Cape Town and her 
father was in Toc H. Tubby had 
stayed with him. I started helping 
at the Toc H lunch club as a 
volunteer. The club was for city 
workers, mainly women. I then 
applied for the post of secretary to 
the General Secretary and joined 
the staff in May 1937. We were a 
tiny sta ff at the Women’s HQ: the 
General Secretary Helen Benbow, 
Winnie Adams and me. 
Sometimes we had a part-time 
secretary and the London Area 
secretary, Elsie Potter. 


We worked from a flat above the 
underground station which was 
called Mark Lane, at 18 Byward 
Street. You could hear the trains 
running underneath. We were 
next door to All Hallows. I hadn’t 
been there very long when Helen 
Benbow went on a tour of 
Australia and New Zealand and I 
was left in charge. While she was 
away we moved to 42 Crutched 
Friars. I did the move and was 
there when it was officially 
opened by Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother, our Patron. Later 
we had a visit from Queen Mary. 
She went everywhere, even down 
into the kitchens; she liked to have 
a good look round! 


It was ve 
worked on Saturdays; we only 
had one Saturday off a month and 
if there was work to be done you 
stayed and did it. Being at HQ you 
always got all the problems, rude 
letters and things. But I enjoyed it. 


I met David, who was padre at 
Mark’s II and XIII (the Brothers’ 
House) in London when the 
Women’s Association staff visited 
the Toc H men’s annual staff 
gathering. We became engaged, 
then war came and HQ moved out 
of London to Sussex. We married 
in January 1940 and I left the staff 
until after the war and the birth of 
our two sons. In 1953 I went back 
to the staff as a part-timer, based 
at Crutched Friars. I was terribly 
lucky because I was given charge 
of the overseas department. Every 
year in those days members from 
other countries were either here on 
a course, on holidays or visiting 
relatives, and used to get in touch. 
Some of them came with us to 
Foperinge. We had some really 
super trips. Well mixed up - all 
colours, shapes and sizes. 


Į was International Secretary from 
1953 to the end of 1966. I loved the 


job, it was hard work but there 


was so much to learn. You 


couldn’t be in touch witha 


country without learning about it. 
l used sometimes to go to the 


Commonwealth Institute - I can 


remember seeing a model of Hong 
Kong where we had two branches 
in those days. You had to be very 
tactful and I learned early on 


never to quote one country to 


sæ 


Be 


autiful Gloucestershire home about her life 
Women’s Association. 


another. Their conditions were so 
different. Twice a year I wrote a 
newsletter which linked everyone 
up, both branches and lone 
members. 


I became the Toc H representative 
on a number of national bodies, 
including the British Council for 
Aid to Refugees. I was able to get 
the membership interested and 
link up with people in refugee 
camps in Europe. There were all 
kinds of people and work which 
linked in with Toc H. Some used 
to come and see us at home, which 
was a great education for our 
children. They met people from all 
sorts of countries. 


s a staff team we were so 
A different, all of us, and that 

was a great thing because 
we could disagree but we were 
bound together. I was extremely 
fortunate in my colleague on the 
men’s staff who did their 
International work, Geoff Martin, 
and we worked happily together. 
One of the people I was most 
impressed by was Deaconess 
Marianne Turner, who combined 
staff work for the Women’s 
Association with work at All 
Hallows. She had had an 
interesting career and remained 
inspirational. I can remember her 
in meetings, a Bible in her hand, 
expounding and saying, ‘Isn’t is 
exciting!’ And it was. 


I still see Toc H's primary role as 
knowing the will of God and 
trying to do it, living by the Four 
Points of the Compass. And the 
mixture of people is more 
important than ever. a 
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New Appointments: 


Director: Michael Lyddiard. 

At the time of going to press in mid-April this 
appointment is subject to confirmation by a 
special meeting of the Central Council of Toc H 
in Birmingham on 24 April. Mike spent 26 years 
with the Church of England Children's Society - 
now known as The Children’s Society. For the 
last 3 years he was Deputy Director of UNICEF 
(UK). 

If the appointment is confirmed there will be a 


detailed profile of Mike in next month’s | Headquarters Staff were pleased to welcome Jean Fenner 
Point three. | on her brief visit in March. Jean is the Transvaal 

| Regional Chairman. She joined Toc H in Rhodesia in 
Head of Finance and Properties: John Cook, as 1964, moved to South Africa in 1967 and now lives in 
of 1 May. Pretoria. She has been Regional Chairman since June and 

was in England for two weeks to visit her family and 

Head of Development: Timothy J Day, as of 1 Toc H. Jolm Mitchell stayed with her during his visit to 
June. Joined Toc H in 1975 as a member. A South Africa in March 1991. 


| Development Officer since 1 September 1984. 
Prior to that an LTV. 


Newbury Branch, who in 1992 took three parties of 


Head of Training: Jacqueline Bartlett, as of I elderly and disabled people by coach to Salisbury 
June. Joined Staff in February 1987 as National 


Development Officer (Friendship Circles) based 
| in Leeds. Appointed Staff Development Officer 
in May 1989. 


Playhouse, has started its 1993 programme with 
emphasis on the unemployed. The first party on 4 
March, for the matinee of Services Rendered, consisted 
of nine unemployed people from the Baptist Job 
Centre and the Newbury Churches Kick Start 
operation, together with eight Toc H members and 
B RANCH NEWS associates. Interestingly, three of the intended party 
had to be replaced before the trip because they had 


found jobs or were involved in interviews. 


Congrat- 
ulations 


to Mrs Caroline 
Blackwell who 
celebrated her 
100th birthday in 
January. 


Desmond Bonner from Buckingham Branch writes 
that strange objects are often thrown into the local 
river, including traffic cones, beer barrels, 
supermarket trolleys, tin cans and dustbins. A group 
of small children recently discovered a wheel chair. 
They pulled it out and thoroughly cleaned the 
machine, which was found to be in good order. A 
supporter of Toc H arranged with the children to 
offer the wheel chair to the branch and we were 
pleased to add it to our stock to help meet the 
current heavy demand from needy disabled people. 
However, the wheel chair had been stolen from a 
nearby home and has since been returned! 


The specially made 
cake was decorated 
with symbols 


denoting her many : 
morete ait Eie Elmstead Joint Branch have met regularly over the 


Toc H symbol had pet year and enjoyed many interesting talks. They 
nave also raised funds for the Haywain Project 
Group and two members, Win Holmes and Sylvia 
Passmore, helped cook and serve meals for the 
volunteers. The annual coffee evening raised over 


ee ee en ee enn, 


pride of place. 


—— 


£100 and a raffle among members raised an 
additional £12 for HO. As well as visiting Hamilton 
Lodge Residential Home several times, branch 
members have continued with local home Visiting 
and produced a number of blankets and knitted 
clothes for distribution to local homeless and needy 


people. 


BOOK 
Review 


Adding Health to Years 


This 142-page guide to Older People’s Health 
is by Katrina Payne and is published by 
HelpAge International. It is both a useful 
handbook for carers and a well illustrated 
manual for older folk. It is written in very 
plain English so that it can easily be used by 
people overseas and here in Britain. I am 
impressed by the range of its coverage of the 
various afflictions and handicaps experienced 
with age, but especially with the optimism of 
its approach and its determination that older 
people should be asked to cooperate in its 
recommendations rather than just be 

i recipients of sympathy and care. There is no 
Development Officer Dei Hughes sent in this photograph part of the body which is not dealt with: eyes, 
to illustrate his work with Toc H at Blaenau Ffestiniog. teeth, skin, hearing, breathing, heart and 
The artistic creation is a giant papier-måché pig! blood, pain, foot care, incontinence, sex, 
strokes, pressure sores, cancer, infections, 
hypothermia, mental health, falls, first aid, 


When Winnie Wilde died she left a legacy to Sheaf medicines, pain control and care of the dying 
Branch. Jean Fielding, Branch Chairman, writes: ‘We and bereaved. I can recommend it for its basic 
wanted to use this for something appropriate to her and practical information and especially for 
memory. Sylvia Pratt, District Secretary, had noticed lts outlook, which 1S to maintain the health, 
that new hymn books were needed in the Upper dignity and contribution to life of older 
Room at Talbot House. We thought that nothing people. The illustrations by Tricia Kelly are 
would have pleased Winnie more than that her gift most striking and helpful. 

should be used for this purpose. After consultation 
with the chaplain, Revd Neil Llewellyn, we 
purchased 30 copies of ‘Mission Praise’, including 
eight large print and one music copy. Sylvia will 
take the books to Poperinge on her next visit, for use 
in the Upper Roon’. 


Available from HelpAge International, St 
James's Walk, London ECIR OBE. Price £7.95, 
plus £1.60 p&p. 


George Davis 


see ee mm 
Congratulations to Sun Valley Branch (Fish Hoek, South Africa), who in March celebrated 21 years of 
dedicated, unstinting service to the needy in the community of the False Bay area. Millie Merrington, who 
founded the branch in 1972, was chairman for 14 years and also carried out the duties of treasurer/ secretary 
for many years. She has now been appointed Pilot and is supported by a tremendously enthusiastic team. 
During this 21-year period the branch has involved itself in many diverse projects. The 18 members have 
a long list of achievements despite the fact that their income 1s dependent solely on donations and an annual 
ace ee include helping the 236 residents at New Kings residential home, the Joyce Chevalier 
Centre and Lavendon House, the 60 members of the Silwerjare Seniors Club at Ocean View, the Ocean View 
Jack and Jill creche, the Ocean View Handicapped Centre. Food parcels are donated to needy families, 
assistance is given to Meals on Wheels, Meet ‘n Eat, tea at the hospital outpatients, tea at Friends of the 
Library, street collections for various charities and fundraising for the False Bay Hospital Board. 


Editor Poet 3, 
fe Clo,” 


bade Rie, 


Letters 


Helping Our Children 

What makes a child take another’s 
life? Why does a child take his 
own life because of bullying at 
school? What makes others take 
cars for joyriding, not only taking 
their lives into their hands but 
possibly those of other innocent 
pedestrians and motorists? Why 
do they take drugs for escapism 
from the real world? What breeds 
a desire and infatuation for fruit 
machines? Why have we a selfish, 
materialistic society as a whole, 
and what is it bred from and how 
is it nurtured? 


I am very concerned about our 
children and their future 
inheritance of moral codes. Can 
Toc H help? We need to show the 
way. An urgent, open discussion 
is needed about how to rescue our 
children’s society. Strategic steps 
should be taken before the 
situation worsens. I appeal to all 
readers to respond on this 
important issue. Write to me if 
you feel as strongly as I do, and I 
will guarantee to reply. Given 
your support, we can do 
something about it. 


My mother was a widow with 
three boys to support during the 
last war. We knew deprivation of 
food, clothing and love of a father. 
But we survived, learning to 
accept and love later in our lives. 
Crime has dramatically increased 
since then. I can vouch personally 
for this because I work fora 
charitable organisation offering 
homes for the ex-offender and the 
homeless. 
Lionel G Powell 
‘Sharon’, Downton Road, 
Stonehouse, Glos, GL10 2AX 
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Sharing 

After reading the article in 
March’s Point three, ‘Standing on 
Your Own Feet’ with Andi Wood 
from Ampthill Friendship Circle 
in Bedford, I felt deeply moved . 


Iam a member of the 
Wellingborough Young Ones and 
feel that as our group and I live 
only half an hour away from 
Bedford, maybe we could share 
some of her and other’s pain and 
do a project/Cameo together. 
Sally Simms 
Wellingborough 


Happy Memories 

Memory, the faculty of 
remembering, is a wonderful gift 
from God. As I get older, with all 
the vicissitudes of life, I find that it 
is the happy memories that come 
into the mind and which I enjoy 
reliving. 


Some six years ago, I was ona 
holiday coach tour of Scotland. We 
visited a very beautiful spot near 
Ballater, on a very warm and 
sunny day. A gentleman from 
Yorkshire in our party, who was 
well into his 80s, started a 
conversation with me. ] mentioned 
that as soon as the holiday was 
over I was looking forward to 
celebrating the 50-year 


anniversary of the Toc H branch of 


which I was a member. He asked 
me to break away from the party 
as he wanted to talk to me about 
Toc H. He had his own business 
and about 50 years ago he gave 
the local Toc H branch a room for 
their meetings. Being very 
inquisitive, he went to a meeting 
and eventually became a member. 
Then he asked me to take the 
Ceremony of Light; with tears in 
his eyes he mouthed the words 
that he remembered. 


No doubt there are many Toc H 
members who can recall happy 
occasions associated with Toc H. 


Sam Monkton 
Dudley 


Prayer Cell 

Members of Sheat Branch were 
pleased to read Alan Johnson’s 
remarks in March’s Point three 
about forming a prayer cell. This is 
what a few of us began to do some 
six years ago when, as a group, we 
were preparing to be accepted as a 
branch. 


We met once a month in Winnie 
Wilde’s home and since her death 
we have continued in another 
member’s home. We usually have 
a short reading either from the 
Bible or froma Toc H writing and 
we pray for Toc H and for any 
members or friends who are in 
particular need. It is good to know 
that other small groups could be 
meeting in the same way. 


We find Joyful Journey particularly 
helpful and when each new 
member is initiated, he or she is 
given a copy by our Pilot. 
Jean Fielding 
Chairman, Sheaf Branch 


Let’s See Some Action 

Walking through the ciy of Oxford 
yesterday, I was struck by the 
contrast between the lives of the 
majority of our members and the 
experiences of the people living on 
the street. 


It is one of the great scandals of 
our times that so many people are 
forced to live such degraded and 
degrading lives. 


It is a problem which is much 
bigger than Toc H, but surely we 
should have some contribution to 
make, if we are to be true to the 
spirit of the Old House and to the 
Four Points of the Compass. I am 
not arrogant enough to believe 
that I have all of the answers, 
but I do believe that the collective 
strength of the membership of 
Toc H could be used to makea 
major contribution to the lives of 
these individuals. Please give it 
some thought and then take some 
action. 
Robin McSorley 
Cuddesdon, Oxford. 
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New Members 


The following new members were 
registered during March/April 


In June - 


Miss Dulcie Braund, 

Mrs Marie E Gordon-Jones, 
Edward J Hopper, 

Mrs Rene Hopper, 

Susie I Hoyle (Bideford J) 


In January 


Mrs Clare Garner (Cheltenham J) 
Leslie Dixon, 

Mrs Ethel B Winder (Kendal J) 
Mrs Helen M Lilly (Nailsea W) 


In March - 


Peter K Bowles, 

Mrs Margaret Bowles, 
George F Taylor, 

Mrs Myrtle M Taylor 
(North Walsham J) 


Mrs Ethel L E Heap, 

John F Hill, 

Mrs Sheila D Jeffrey, (Seaford J) 
Mrs Doris Rogers (Wallasey W) 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


In February - 


Deaths 


Arthur ‘Kim’ Goodwin (Haywain District) 


In December - A Kenneth Mathews (South East Regional Branch) 


Donald E Peek (Horton & Wroxham) 
Kathleen ‘Molly’ Edwards (Newport) 

Donald Bissell (Birmingham District) 

Leslie Everett (Middlesbrough) 

Maude A Hewitt (Parkhurst) 

Mollie Lyndsay Orr (Tayforth District) 

Alfred E Snell (Sunderland) 

John Trethowan (South East Regional Branch) 
Reginald E Adlington (Cirencester) 

Isabel ‘Pam’ Barrington (Ilford & Seven Kings) 
Frank Dives (Hythe) 

‘Chris’ Granger-Evans ( Springfields District) 
Marjorie Grossmith (Wallasey) 

Charles K Lotan (Bedford) 

Donald B Marquis (Duns) 

John E ‘Jack’ Morley (Ashford) 

H E F ‘Sandy’ Saunders (Wessex District) 
Winifred M Thomas (Wallasey) 

Jackson Twiss (Jack) (Hoveton & Wroxham) 
Margaret C Wood (Tunbridge Wells East) 


Not previously recorded—Elizabeth R Pascoe (Hayle) 


James Smalls (Middlesbrough) 


Donald E Peck, whodicd on 22 December 1992, wasa founder member 
of Hoveton and Wroxham Branch and in his time held most offices in 
the branch. He was a loyal and dedicated member and will be greatly 
missed by his many friends JA 


Mrs K D Edwards (‘Mollie’), who died on 29 January, had been a 
member of Toc H since pre-war days, firstly with Bournemouth and 
then Newport Women’s Branch. For more than 30 years she ran a 
bookstall in the local market raising funds for various jobs undertaken 
by both the Men’s and Women’s branches. She will be sadly missed. 
DS 

Tunbridge Wells East Branch regretfully report the death of a very 
popular member, Margaret Wood. She joined when the branch was 
still a group. Always a worker for others, she played a major role in 
branch activilies. Although unable to attend mectings when her health 
began to fail, she never lost interest in Toc H and will be sorely missed. 
HM 

Les Everett, a member of Middlesbrough Branch, died on 16 February. 
He was always a Toc H member in good standing and loved people. 
Working in the community was his great delight. He was a founder 
member of the Linthorpe Community Centre and was very highly 
thought of by the users. He lived in sheltered accommodation and 
organised socials and was always ready with a cup of tea for visitors. 
We will remember him. NC 


With great sadness, Cirencester Branch report the death of Reg 
Adlington, who died on 8 March at the age of 93. Reg had been a 
member of Toc H for many years, holding the offices of both chairman 
and secretary. MC 


It is with sadness that Bedford Branch records the death during the first 
week of March, of Kenneth Lotan, who was in his 83rd year. Ken had 
been a loyal member for many years and supported many worthy 
causes. He will be missed by his many friends. joc 


Special Tributes 


Sunderland Men’s Branch have suffered from the loss of several members 
in the last few months, among them their dear friend Alf Snell, who 
sadly passed away on 22 February at the age of 85. He was a most sincere 
man whose life work was given tothe welfare of others inthe community. 
A member of Toc H for some 30 years, he held many branch offices, but 
will be remembered for his work as treasurer. He was awarded the BEM 
for services to the Volunteer Life Brigade, of which he was a captain. We 
thank God for his life and witness within the community and the 
encouragement he gave to others during his time on earth. JB 


Wallasey Women's Branch sadly report the loss of two members, both of 
whom died on 26 March. Wyn Thomas, just one year short of 50 years 
service with Toc H, also helped Age Concern and visited patients with 
mental health problems at the West Cheshire Hospital. Marjorie 
Grossmith, a member for 31 years, also played a regular and active role 
in branch affairs and had held office in the branch over the years. Both 
will be greatly missed as very dear friends. PM 


Wing Commander Harold E F Saunders (‘Sandy’), a long-standing and 
loyal member of Toc H, has died at the age of 93. He joined Windsor 
Branch in 1930 and was subsequently a member of Wimborne Branch 
and finally of Wessex District. Soon after he and his wife retired to 
Wimborne in 1964, he became actively involved in the life of Wimborne 
Minster. He was alsoa member of the RAF Association, which provided 
the Guard of Honour at his Funeral Requiem in the Minster. NB 


Albert Fremlin-Bailey, the founder of British Overseas Optical Missions, 
died on 22 March in Farnborough, where he was born in 1921. He had a 
varied career, but it was his experiences in Africa in World War Il which 
led to his founding in 1946 a charity dedicated to helping people in 
countries where the lack of optical care caused much suffering and 
blindness. Millions of people can see, thanks to his determination and 
absolute faith in the human being. JDE 


POC H MORTH EAST 
REGION FESTIVAL 
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SILVER JUBILEE OPEN DAY 
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5 June 1993 
Alison House celebrates 25 years with Toc H Saturday 3 July 1993 
An invitation is extended to friends old and new. Join Bridlington 


with us on our Jubilee Celebration Open Day. 


Why not come and join us to celebrate all that is 
good in Toc H. We have a programme of events 
planned around the theme ‘Toc H United’ 
including a rededication service, a festive 
afternoon, a pleasure boat trip and a barn dance. 


An opportunity to share with others the joy and 
blessing that has made Alison House unique. 


| For further details contact: 

| Bill and Dorothy Pepper, Alison House 
Intake Lane, Cromford. Matlock, Derbyshire 
DE4 3RH. Tel: 0629 822316 


ee 


| John Biggerstaff 
Åre you a keen, energetic and knowledgeable gardener? 
If you've got ‘green fingers’, then here's an invitation 


that you just can’t refuse! 


Guest Speaker - | 


For further information, or tickets for the event 
please contact: 


Toc H members and friends who love gardening are 
invited to bring their trowcls, secateurs, spades, clippers, 
etc., to Alison House, Cromford, from Monday to Friday, 
24-28 May 1993, and to transform the grounds of this 
much loved House into a blaze of colour and delight for 
the many visitors coming to celebrate this, its Silver 


| 
Jubilee Year. | 


Richard Newby oR Anne Puddicombe 

46 Queensgate 9 Healey Wood Crescent 
Bridlington Brighouse 

North Humberside West Yorkshire 

Y016 5LN HD6 3RP 
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There is a lot to be done including bedding out, cutting | 
lawns, building arockery, tidying the shrubbery. preparing 


the ground for setting. pruning - the list is endless. KENT DAY 1993 


This week is to be the first of a series taking ‘Alison Saturday 12 June 


House Through the Seasons’ and bringing beauty to the al 
Ashford Baptist Church Hall, 


Station Road. Ashford. 


ome tar: Sn es Se 


gardens. 


Places are limited, so don’t delay, reserve yours now by 


: A varied programme has been arranged 
contacting: 


a ER 


i i Further details from: 
John Biggerstaff, Toc H, I Forest Close, Wendover, Mrs F Marshall, *Gaagrec’, London Road, Sholden, 
Bucks. Deal. Kent CT 14 OAD 
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Toc H Archive Material 


Over the past 12 months Adrian Dudman, John Burgess 
and Louisa Evans have worked to tranfer much of the 
old archive material on to audio and video tape. This is 
now available for loan to branches, district and regions. 
Full catalogue available on request from Jackie Bartlett 
at Headquarters. 

All loans free of charge with a small contribution for 
post and packing. 
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Christian Singles 
Friendship/Marriage introductions, 
fellowship groups, social 
events - nationwide. 


Weekend houseparties. 
1993 Holidays 


Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept 23B, 
- Edenthorpe, Doncaster DN3 2QD 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 


Si | al | Ad S day. which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) 


plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained trom the Editorial Office. Toc H 
Headquarters, I Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 2 
ns 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close. Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by Partridge & Legg Ltd., Station Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 @ES. Tel: (0753) 883991 
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FALMOUTH TOC H HOLIDAY HOUSE 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. £70 per week. 
Enquiries: Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312 689 


